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"Gilgit into the Cashmere Yalley;* and we may appre-
hend that in the event (quod Dii avertent!) of future
"war with Russia, pressure in the form of threatened
"invasion would be resorted to by a subtle enemy, and
"in all events an opening to political intrigue exists in
"that quarter not to be disregarded Nor, to speak
"plainly, are these routes so inaccessible to the threat-
"ened assaults of barbarous hordes (of Kirghiz and
"others) from the plateaux of Central Asia, at present
"under the protectorate of Russia if not already
"incorporated within that empire, as it has been the
"fashion of the advocates of 'masterly inactivity1 to
"proclaim.

"Let me not be thought to exaggerate this into a
"grave source of danger; above all, let me not raise that
"demi-extinct ghost Russophobia! Of course the object
."of any hostile demonstration in that quarter would be
"to endeavour, by disturbing the minds of our frontier
"subjects, to keep amused in the north-west as large a
''portion of the garrison of India as might be. A state
"of things may, indeed, easily be conjectured when
"Russia or other nations would employ every means to
"threaten and attempt to intimidate all our colonies in
"general, and so lock up therein as large a portion of
"our small British army as possible; and north-west
"India seems by no means exempt from pressure of
"this nature.

"Enough has been said, I suppose, on the value of
"the position of Cashmere as a 'frontier state.5

"We may assume the good faith and loyalty of our
"ally and feudatory, the present chief of Cashmere.
"His interests and ours are (or should be) identical
"As regards the attitude of our great northern neigh-
bour, the policy of ' masterly inactivity,' as it has been

* Probably over the Buraghil Pass which is a, very easy pass, not
exceeding 12,000 feet elevation, and by no means so inaccessible a
route as has been supposed.